CRABBET ORGANISATION
SHOWING PRESENTATION AND CONDITIONING GUIDELINES

The Crabbet Organisation promotes the more natural and traditional method of showing but it is imperative that horses are presented in top condition.  We aim to promote the appreciation and general appeal of the Crabbet descended Arabian and this relies on them being seen at their best.

Presentation

· All horses should be presented in a calm and obedient manner
· The horse should be stood up in a naturally balanced stance, not over stretched – see “Training” (below).
· Trotting out freely but calmly allows movement to be clearly seen.
· Handlers should be smartly dressed – a shirt, trousers and appropriate jacket, waistcoat or jumper with sensible footwear is recommended.
· Whips or canes must not be decorated or excessively long.
· Bridles must be supple, sound and fit well – all entire males of 2 years and over must wear a bit.
· A leather lead rein of 6-8 feet with a loop handle is recommended as a safe and smart option.
· A modern show bridle is perfectly acceptable.
Training

Exercise

· Horses need to be stabled either at night or part of the day, and exercised.

· Exercise around 3-4 times a week is recommended – to include walking, lungeing or long-reining if horses are not being ridden.

· Horses must be worked evenly on both reins even for exercise such as walking in hand.

Standing Up – lessons
· Teach the horse to stand still during and after grooming sessions – do not allow him to rest a hip and teach commands such as “stand”, “over” and “back”.  Praise a correct response.

· This is a good time to put a bit in the unmouthed horse as you are there to keep an eye.

· After grooming give quiet lessons in moving forward and back on command and standing with correct leg placement from both sides – see “Standing – position” (below).

· Pose for a few moments in the correct stance with a pleasing head height – use any enticement that attracts him to flute his neck and prick his ears.  Reward and praise.

Standing Up – position

· Enlist the help of a second person to view so that you can adjust the horse’s position appropriately.

· Walk the horse slowly into the required hind leg position, raising the head to avoid long strides and prevent legs splitting too far apart.
· The front legs should place correctly but, if not, lean the head and neck from side to side or touch lower canon with the whip to encourage movement without walking.

· When viewed from the left side, the left foreleg and left hind leg should be perpendicular – the foreleg needs to come off the front of the shoulder and not be tucked under the body.

· The right foreleg should be slightly behind its counterpart and the right hind leg in advance, all feet facing forward.

· The muzzle should be roughly at wither level with the neck flexed and an interested expression – not over stretched.  Titbits can be used but the horse must not be allowed to bite or chew the handler’s hand.

· Ask your horse to step forward one stride, front and back, to present him to the other side.

· Use the command “stand” at all times to mean “stand with all four feet on the ground and do not move”.  “whoa” just means “stop” – completely different.

The Walk

· Lead your horse out with your shoulder level with his at all times – promote good habits.

· Your lead hand should be 12” to 18” from the bridle.

· Encourage a forward going, open stride at all times.

· Stay on a straight line.

The Trot
· Keep your shoulder level with the horse’s shoulder.

· Encourage him into a steady trot, taking slow running steps and with a voice command of “trot” – touch the back of his ribs with a schooling whip, held in your left hand, if he does not understand.

· Stay straight – use a fence line to trot beside if he has difficulty with this and lift your hand up high to his face to “push” his head away if he is bending across you.

· Once this has been mastered, increase speed – staying balanced, controlled and encouraging extension.

· To slow down use “steady” as a voice command to keep the transition fluent.

· Carry your own elbows bent (as when riding) and life your right hand to your face height – this lightens the lead contact and helps to keep the horse off his forehand.

Feeding

· The aim is to produce a horse that is sleek, toned and well covered but no over fat – this also relies on muscle tone, see “Training” (above) and “Grooming” (below).

· The stabled horse requires fresh water available at all times and regular hay or horsage.

· Most show horses respond well to medium level energy concentrate feed.  Feed according to packet instructions but be ready to adjust to your horse’s individual needs or exercise levels – consult feed manufacturers helplines if in doubt.
· Brand feeds that target areas such as “topline” can be helpful in achieving peak condition.

· Feed little and often and include succulents such as grass and carrots.

· Supplements – Can be expensive but may regard probiotic supplements as useful as they assist gut function and many are clinically proven.

· Common salt, yeast, garlic and electrolyte replacers are also useful.

Grooming

Daily Routine

· A daily grooming regime should commence at least 12 weeks before the horse is to be exhibited.

· Daily vigorous grooming and strapping are essential in improving muscle tone and coat quality.

· Pay particular attention to neck and hindquarter when strapping – do not stap on bone areas.  The shoulder, on the other hand, should be lean and well defined – it it is not, adjust feeding or exercise.

· Some horses are sensitive about strapping in which case exercise must be relied on instead.

· Rugs should be used to assist in keeping the coat clean and flat – use summer sheets when the weather is too warm for other rugs.  The horse will grow a winter coat from July onwards if kept out.

· Cultivate manes and tails throughout the year along with any rubbed areas or small wounds.

· Grease old injury sites to keep the skin looking healthy.

Getting Ready to Show

· A couple of shampoos before the appointed day should be sufficient – stained areas and tails on greys may need washing more frequently.

· White markings need to be washed down to the pink skin – especially the dip down the front of a blaze.

· Apply chalk to white markings while damp and brush out when dry.

· Condition the mane and tail – bandage tail while still damp and set mane to the right of the neck with a hood or bath towel.

· Scrub hooves well, including heels, and remove staining with a blunt knife or mild scourer – take care with the scourer as coronets can be made sore.

· Trimming is minimal or nothing – use scissors, not a razor, under the jaw, the tufts out of the ears and the ergots if you wish.  More extensive trimming is not permissible.

On the Day

· Groom or shampoo well and remove any staining.
· Chalk white markings and brush out one more time.

· Wipe around markings and hooves with a damp cloth to remove chalk residue on hooves or coloured hair.

· Pick out hooves and oil when dry.

· Wipe all hairless areas well with a damp sponge – wash eyes, face, nostrils, chin, dock, inside hind legs and the udder/sheath area.

· Oil black pigment only on the face and do not use too much.

· Brush out mane and tail – use a dressing or lacquer to enhance.

· Oils are best NOT applied by the handler, as they can be difficult to get off your hands.

· Finally dust over the horse’s coat with a dry cloth.

Basic Maintenance

· Have the horse’s teeth checked and rasped if necessary – this is not just a matter for the older horse.

· Consider a full “MOT” from your vet at the time of annual vaccinations.

· Discuss a regular rolling one year worming programme with your vet, to cover all major parasites, and put in place as soon possible.

· Ensure the horse’s feet are done by the farrier on a regular basis – 6-8 weeks is standard.

Lectures & Demonstrations

Many AHS regional groups do lectures and seminars on in hand presentation and feeding – these are highly recommended for those with limited previous experience.  Ronnie Booth will be presenting to Wessex Group in March.
Information for guidelines kindly supplied by Ronnie Booth and Stuart and Sheila Fleming
